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APPLYING ANTIFOULING

HOW MUCH ANTIFOULING PAINT DO I NEED?
Determining how much antifouling you will need is fairly simple. Here are two quick guides to help you purchase
the correct amount:

1) Calculate the area needing paint. For a rough estimate of the area to be painted, multiply the length of 
your hull (LOA) by the beam and multiply by 0.85. (LOA x B x 0.85 = Area) Then divide the area by the 
coverage (see page 54) of the paint you've chosen to determine how many litres per coat you will need, or 

2) Refer to the reference chart below for a quick estimate:

Waterline Length (metres) 6.1 7.6 9.1 10.7 12.2 6.1 7.6 9.1 10.7 12.2

Waterline Length (feet) 20 25 30 35 40 20 25 30 35 40

Litres Req.* (standard range) 4.0 5.0 7.0 9.5 12.0 3.0 4.0 5.5 7.0 9.5

Litres Req.*(VC range) 3.0 4.0 5.5 7.5 9.5 2.5 3.0 4.5 5.5 7.5

*Average amount, based on 2 coats.

– POWER – SAIL

Outdrives are built out of aluminium. This
presents compatibility issues with cuprous-oxide
containing antifoulings. Similarly, propellers are
typically made with aluminium or bronze. Keels
are made of iron, steel or lead, or in some cases
a mixture of a lead shoe on a steel keel. 

It is important to establish the construction
material of the metal you are working on. In
particular, the keel needs to be treated with
great care when preparing to keep it durable 
and free from corrosion.

THERE ARE 2 CRUCIAL ISSUES TO CONSIDER
WITH ALL UNDERWATER METALS:

1) SUBSTRATE PREPARATION
The key to protecting your underwater metals from
corrosion is correct preparation of the substrate,

and choosing the best priming solution for your
project. The first step is to identify what metal 
your substrate is, then to look up which products
are compatible with the substrate in the table
below.

2) ANTIFOULING SOLUTIONS
The second step is to simply choose your
antifouling solution. Two rules should be
followed: 
– Never apply an antifouling containing 

cuprous oxide to aluminium
e.g. outdrives, hulls

– Choose a hard, durable antifouling that will 
stand up to the wear and tear in these 
difficult areas.

REFER TO PAGE 24 TO SELECT THE BEST
ANTIFOULING FOR YOUR PROJECT

outdrives, underwater 
metals & keels

For more information on how to prepare your metal substrate for a perfect result, please refer to the
‘Everything Else You Need To Know’ section on page 50.

WORK OVERCOATING
STAGE PRODUCT ALUMINIUM BRONZE TIME* TIME**

See product label

TOTAL PROJECT TIME: 1 WEEKEND

PROPELLERS, OUTDRIVES AND STERNGEAR

KEY: No.of coats Minutes Hours  Do not use for this purpose

* Average time to apply one coat to average sized boat of 8m/25 feet.
** Minimum wait time between coats or between overcoating with the next step in the system, at a temperature of 23˚C. 
Please consult product data sheets (available from International yachtpaint.com) for overcoating times at different temperatures. 
Data sheets may also be viewed via our website yachtpaint.com.

See product label

Ensure you are wearing the recommended protective clothing and eyewear. Information on
this can be found on the label, at the back of this booklet or at yachtpaint.com. Stir the paint
thoroughly before application. It contains very heavy compounds, which can settle to the
bottom of the can.

Common application methods include roller or brush. Spray application can be undertaken,
except for Micron® Optima or VC 17m®, but requires specialist equipment.

ROLLER APPLICATION:
Use a short mohair roller of either radiator or larger size, (unless otherwise stated on the can).
A smaller roller is less work on the arm but can take slightly longer.

BRUSH APPLICATION:
Use a large width brush (e.g. 5"). The finish will not be as smooth as a topside paint,
therefore, the type of brush used is not critical.

It is very important to apply the correct thickness of antifouling even if it means putting on
an extra coat. Everyone applies paint differently, so take care to apply all of the paint
calculated using the guidance at the back of this manual. Normally recommended thickness
is achieved by the application of two coats.

Apply an extra coat to all leading and trailing edges, water-line, trim-tabs, outdrives, keel and
rudder. High turbulence in these areas tends to wear the antifouling faster. 

Follow overcoating times and immersion times carefully. These are the biggest causes of
antifouling detachment. Water is a very aggressive environment for paint and it is therefore
very important that the paint is allowed to dry thoroughly, before launch.

Usually Thinners No. 3 is suitable as a thinner and equipment cleaner. This does not apply to
all antifoulings, so please read the label before application. Thinning is not advised, but up to
10% may be added to aid application in very hot or windy conditions. We also advise that all
equipment is washed out immediately after use.

Note: for coverage information on other products, such as primers, please refer to the chart on page 54.

SUBSTRATE STANDARD PROTECTION LONG LASTING PROTECTION

ALUMINIUM ETCH PRIMER, THEN PRIMOCON® INTERPROTECT®

STEEL/IRON PRIMOCON® INTERPROTECT®

LEAD ETCH PRIMER, THEN VC TAR2 INTERPROTECT®

CLEAN Yacht Line Super Cleaner

ABRADE

SURFACE PRIMER Etch Primer

PRIMER Interprotect®

ANTIFOULING Trilux, VC Prop-O-Drev, 
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